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Strategic Plan Continues to Move Sparta Forward

As we move through another
exciting year at Sparta Area Schools,
I continue to be encouraged by the
great things happening across our
district. Every day, I see students
learning and growing, staff members
going above and beyond, and families
and community members supporting
our schools in meaningful ways. Our
Strategic Plan continues to guide
this work, helping us stay focused on
providing the best possible educational
experience for every student.

This year’s priorities reflect our
commitment to preparing students for
success while continuing to strengthen
the programs and opportunities that
make Sparta a great place to learn.

I'd like to share a few highlights of
the work taking place throughout our
district.

Goal 1: Expanding Academic
Opportunities

Student achievement remains at
the heart of everything we do. As a
district, we are continually exploring,
developing, and evaluating new
academic opportunities that help every
student reach their full potential. This
includes strengthening classroom
instruction, expanding learning
experiences, and using student data to

ensure we are meeting the needs of all
learners.

Our staff remains committed to
finding innovative ways to challenge
students, provide additional support
where needed, and create learning
environments where every student has
the opportunity to grow academically.

Goal 2: Strengthening Fine and
Performing Arts

Sparta has a long tradition of
excellence in the arts, and we remain
committed to supporting and growing
these important programs. Music,
visual arts, theater, and other creative
opportunities allow students to
discover their talents, build confidence,
and develop skills that extend well
beyond the classroom.

We will continue investing in our
performing and fine arts programs
so they remain a source of pride for
our schools and our community while
providing students with meaningful
opportunities to learn, create, and
perform.

Goal 3: Expanding Opportunities
Beyond the Classroom

Learning doesn’t stop when the
school day ends. We are committed

to expanding curricular and co-
curricular opportunities at every
grade level, including electives, clubs,
organizations, and other programs
that allow students to explore their
interests and pursue their goals.

Providing students with a variety of
experiences helps them discover new
passions, develop leadership skills,
and build connections with their peers.
Our goal is to ensure every student has
opportunities to become involved and
find a place where they can thrive.

Goal 4: Building School and
Community Pride

One of Sparta Area Schools’ greatest
strengths is the pride our students,
staff, families, and community share in
our district. We want every student to
feel welcomed, valued, and connected
throughout their educational journey.

We will continue building a positive
school culture by celebrating student
and staff achievements, strengthening
relationships with families and
community partners, and creating
opportunities that foster a strong sense
of belonging. Working together, we can
continue building a school community
where everyone feels supported and
proud to be a part of Sparta Area

Schools.
Looking Ahead

There is so much to be proud of
across Sparta Area Schools, and I
am grateful for the people who make
this district such a special place. Our
Strategic Plan is a roadmap that helps
us focus on continuous improvement
while keeping students at the center of
every decision we make. Entering the
third year of our three year plan, we
will begin to work toward reflecting
upon and rewriting our Strategic Plan
over the course of this school year. If
you wish to be part of our process,
please reach out to me. We have
community forums where your input is
needed.

Thank you for your continued
partnership and support of Sparta
Area Schools. Together, we will
continue creating opportunities for
students, strengthening our schools,
and building an even brighter future
for our district.

Sincerely,

Joel Stoner
Superintendent
Sparta Area Schools

Spartas Early Childhood Center is

the place to be this summer!

We offer a fun, safe, and an
engaging place for our stu-
dents. We have had an exciting
summer filled with learning,
laughter, and adventure! We
have enjoyed exciting water
activities, hands-on experi-
ments that spark curiosity and
learning activities that keep
young minds growing.

Our program is designed to
help children learn, make new
friends, and create unforget-
table summer memories in a
caring environment.
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Sparta Education

Foundation
Providing Extras tfor Education

2026 SEF
Scholarship Winners
Announced

On May 5, 2026, Sparta High School celebrated the accom-
plishments of the class of 2026, at their annual Awards Night.
The Sparta Education Foundation (SEF) partners with families to
provide annual scholarships to local seniors.

SEF / L. Edmond Eary Jr. MD and Athena S. Eary Scholarship
Award: Scholarships for students graduating with the highest GPA
($2,000) and second highest GPA ($1,000). These are to be used for
college tuition only, as students pursue their post-secondary educa-
tion and were awarded to Carson Wood (Valedictorian) and Girum
Merriman and Alanna VanStrien (Salutatorians).
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"IT'S NEVER TOO LATE TO
FINISH WHAT YOU STARTED.

Earn Your GED or High School Diploma
Right here in Sparta.

v/ Free or low-cost classes*
Vv Flexible schedules

v/ Supportive teachers

v/ Adult students ages 18+

‘Q’ Sasae

SPARTA AREA SCHOOLS
ADULT EDUCATION

? Sparta Early Childhood Center:
480 S State St D6, Sparta, Ml

¢, (616) 887-7321

Ridgeview 2025-2026 Supply Lists
ﬂvelopmental Kindergarten M‘% Kindergarten

(please only label the pencil box with child’s name
2 boxes of tissues

4 containers of Playdough
2 sets of individual watercolor sets

e 6 Elmer’s washable glue sticks large size only
(.77) oz ( Small sticks dry out quickly and break
off easily)

¢ 4 boxes of Crayola crayons 24-pack

¢ 1box #2 HB Dixon Ticonderoga soft lead
pencils (pre-sharpened preferred)

2-4 packages of baby wipes e 2 packs of washable Crayola markers Classic
8-10 EXPO dry erase markers Colors, Wide tip (8pk)
1 package of Crayola markers e 1plain black, red, OR blue Composition

1 roll of scotch packaging tape

1 pair of 5" child scissors

1 package Crayola crayons

4 Elmer’s Glue sticks Large Size

Labeled hard plastic water bottle

Girls-Ziploc sandwich bags

Boys-Ziploc gallon bags
Optional/Helpful:

plastic spoons, paper plates

Notebook (no-spiral)

Labeled Pencil box-hard plastic box
1 roll of paper towel

2 Containers of Clorox disinfectant wipes
2 boxes of tissues

Fine tip black Expo markers

1 box of classroom snacks

Grils - Ziplock sandwich bags

Boys - Ziplock gallon bags

8 oz. or larger - Hand Sanitizer
Dixie Cups (Optional)

&,
e First Grade / econd Grade

e 2 boxes of Ticonderoga soft pencils only (pre-
sharpened preferred)

« 1 package of pencil erasers, pink

e 3-Large Elmer's washable glue sticks (.77 0z)

* 1box of Crayola crayons 24 count or more

* 1 pack of washable Crayola markers (8pk)

e 1box of colored pencils

.

e 3 boxes of Crayola crayons 24-pack (no larger or
smaller amounts)
e 2 boxes #2 HB Dixon Ticonderoga soft lead
pencils
Pencil Box (any variety this will be your child’s)
1 pair Fiskars scissors 5" - pointed tip
2 boxes of Crayola Washable markers 8-pack,
classic colors, wide tip
e 12 Elmer's washable glue sticks (.77 oz.) (The
small sticks dry out quickly and break of easily)
e 1 box Expo dry erase markers (Black)
e 2 containers of Clorox wipes
e Tissues
* Hand Sanitizer (80z.)
Optional Items:
* paper plates, band-aids, package of napkins,
ziploc bags, paper towels

1 pencil box
1 pair of scissors
1 spiral notebook wide ruled - 70 pages
Plastic Pocket folders, 1 red, 1 yellow, 1 green,
1 blue (No prongs please)

e 2 container of Clorox wipes

e 2 boxes of tissues

e Girls - Zip lock - 1 Gallon

e Boys - Zip lock - sandwich

e 1box of aclassroom snack

e 1 Sanitizer bottle
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SPARTA ELEMENTARY BUILDINGS
RIDGEVIEW & APPLEVIEW

BACK TO SCHOOL INFORMATION WILL BE
SENTTO ALL K-5 FAMILIES THROUGH

BRIGHTARROVV SCHOOL MESSENGER BY

AUGUST 4™

Enjoy the rest of your summer break!
Please see the Open House Schedule & Student

Parent Calendar attached to this edition of the Bell
Ringer for important Dates & Times

@

Sparta Education Foundation presents
SAVOR/ au;’m@

A Delicious Way to 5uppnrt Education!
RESTAURANT GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER

SEPTMEBER 9- SEPTEMBER 25, 2026
Make $100 donation to the SEF and receive a $50 gift certificate to
your choice of one of our local restaurant partners. Your donation
not only supports the SEF but directly benefits and sustains our local
eommunity restaurants. Support education and encourage local
dining!

“‘E' Gift Cards will be mailed October 5-9, 2026

Thank you for helping us celebrate 35 years of giving back!

SCAN TO DONATE TO SEF & SELECT GIFT CARD
OR LINK HERE DIRECTLY:

Participating restaurants: i
» Angela’s Restaurant . Nﬂ“_' '?fﬂgon C_:-‘hlnese Restaurant
» Brick Haus » Maria's Pizzaria
« Downtown Trini's Margarita Joe's ~ * Wing World

« The Garden Patch/Sparta Lanes ~ * Stoney Ridge Winery
+ Palermo Pizza « Tom's Hometown Bakery

Sparta Education
Foundation

465 5 Union 5t, Sparta, Ml 49345 - sparta-education-foundation.givesloud.co - sofaspartaichesliorg

¢ The Sparta Education Foundation is celebrating its
35" year of inspiring learning and empowering succ ess.

Since 1981, gvery classroom in gvery Sparta Area School has
benafitad from YOUR genarosity. Thank you to everyona who has
made it possibla Help shape the next 35 years. To learn mara:

O Gas $4.35/gallon
O Minimum Wagse: $13.73

Gas $1.004gallon

Minimum Wage: 5335

O Stirup pants, *mom® jeans, and big bangs O Tennisskirts, Morals, and middle parts

O Genne-bBlending music dominates the charts

O Grunge music amves making plaid flannel
and influences fashion

shirts mainstream fashion

L1 Ella Langley dominates the country and pop
charts with “Choosin’ Texas™

Garth Brooks has four #1 country songs in a
male dominated ganne
[ Madonna tops the chars with "Vogue™ L1 Madonna hits #1 with =1 Feal 5o Fraa”

[ Movie Tickan $13.11 to z8a “The Odyssey™ or
“Towy Story 57

O Movia Ticket: $4.21 t0 sae “The Silence of the
Lambs”™ or “Baauty and the Beast™

L1 Alchangas how the world laarns, creatas, and
communicates

L1 TheWorld Wide Web is introduced and the first
website is created

Nothing is more important than supporting our teachers as they prepare for
a new school year. The Sparta Education Foundation (SEF) knows that many
teachers spend their own money to create welcoming, engaging classrooms
before students walk through the doors. That’s why we created our Back-to-
School Easy Grant program.

Formerly known as the Mini-Grant program, Back-to-School Easy Grants
allow teachers to submit receipts for up to $50 per classroom at the beginning of
the school year. SEF reimburses teachers for classroom supplies that help create
dynamic, inviting learning environments.

We've kept the application process simple because we know how busy teachers
and administrators are at this time of year.

If you would like to contribute to this and other SEF efforts, please scan the
QR code to make a donation.

This year, Sparta Area Schools has 147 classrooms, and our goal is to provide
a Back-to-School Easy Grant for every one of them. Your generosity helps ensure
every teacher—and every classroom—gets the support they deserve.
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Sparta Middle School
Daily Schedule for 2026-2027

We will be opening doors at 7:25am for students to enter the building
from the bus loop or via the main entrance if they walk or are dropped off
in the morning. Students will have from 7:25 am to 7:35 am to get their
breakfast in the cafeteria if they would like to eat before school

MS SCHEDULE (M, T, W, TH)

AM E45 T:35 - 8:00 AM 25 min
112 £:04 - 9:35 AM 91 min
3/4 9:39 - 11:10 AM 91 min
56 11:14 - 1:26 PM 132 min (94°)

PM E45 1:30 - 2116 PM 45 min

LUNCH A 11:20 - 11:55 35 min
LUNCH B 11:58 - 12:33 35 min
LUNCHC 12:36 - 1: 1 35 min
MS FRIDAY

1 7:35- B:25 AM 50 min
2 8:20- 9:19 AM S0 min
E45 9:22 - 9:49 AM 27 min
3 952 - 10:42 AM 50 min
4 10:46 - 11:36 AM 50 min

5 11:40 - 1:15 LUNCHES
6 1:19 - 2:16 57 min
LUNCH A 11:40 - 12:10 30 min
LUNCH B 12:12-12:42 30 min
LUNCH C 12:44 - 1:14 30 min

SMS Recommended Supply Lists

*Please note that it is not a requirement that your son/daughter arrive with
these materials on the first day of school. However, if you can provide them
with these items, it would be greatly appreciated.

EnglishiLanguage Arls | Binder wilh Pockels Oaly for ELA (or a fokier with pockeds and
fasteners for paper)

Muolehaok for Wriling, Used Only for this Class

Pencils and Pens

Headphanes or Earbuds o Lse wilh fasdio Texd.

Mathematics Binder or Folder JUST for Math
Pencils
Calculatar (Dpticnal)

Soclal Studles Pocket folder
Nolebook

Colared Pencils
Extra Poncils
EartudsHeadphonas

Sclence [Plastic Poly Folder with Pockats and Prongs

Spiral Notehaok or Loogse Loaaf Papar
Pencils & Colored Pencils

Headphones or Earbuds

Art Pencils/Colored Pencils

Markars
Spanish 1 & 2 3 Ring Binder, Earbuds, and a Wriling Utensil
Band & Cholr Pencils

1-inch 3-Ring Binder with Pockets & 25 Clear Shest Protectors
Imsbrument {Band Only)
Choir Chathing Meeds:
& Black Dress Pants, Skin or Oress
= Black Shirt and Black Shoes
Band Clothing Meeds:
& ¥White long sleeve, bution up, collared shirt
« Black long dress pants
» Black long socks
# Al black shoes

Physleal Ed. (Gym) Athletic Shoes (no Boots, Crocs, Hey Dudes, Slides, eie.)
Athlatic Clothes (Leggings, Swaat Fants, Shorts, T-sharts, elc.)
Deodorant and a Water Battle are HIGHLY Recommended
Stxients cannol wear the Glothes they wors i Schoaal in PE

Sparta Middle School Welcomes a
New Math Teacher, Mr. Jeff Miller!

My name is Jeff Miller. I am excited to be
teaching 8th grade Math and Algebra I this
upcoming school year at Sparta Middle School!

I grew up in Hudsonville and now live in Grand
Rapids. I graduated from Cornerstone University

in 2025. This will be my second year of teaching.
Outside of teaching I enjoy going to the gym,
playing softball, spending time with my Fiancée and
family, and rooting for my favorite sports teams. I
am so excited to join the team and community at
Sparta Middle School!

Sparta Area Schools 2026-2027

Open House Dates & Times School Hours & Drop-off/Pick-up Times
Sparta Early Childhood Center Sparta Early Childhood Center
e ECSE: e Child Care:
Open House: Wed, August 19, 2026, 4:00p-6:00p Mon-Thurs 6:30a—9:00a and 3:30p-6:00p
First Day: Monday, August 24, 2026 Friday 6:30a-6:00p
e ECSE: Monday-Thursday
e 3’s Preschool: AM Section: 8:20a-11:35a
Open House: Tues, September 8, 2026 4:00p-6:00p PM Section: 12:15p-3:30p
First Day: Monday, September 14, 2026 e 3’s Preschool
Full Day: Mon-Thurs, 9:00a — 3:30p
e GSRP: Partial Day: Tues, Wed & Thurs, 9:00a-12:00p
Open House: Tues, September 8, 2026 4:00p-6:00p e GSRP:
First Day: Monday, September 14, 2026 Monday — Thursday 8:45a-3:45p
Ridgeview Elementary — Grades K-2 Ridgeview Elementary — Grades K-2
Drop-Off: 8:40am
DK/Kindergarten, 1°t & 2" Grade Open House: School Hours: 8:40am — 3:35pm
Wednesday, August 19, 2026 - 4:00pm-6:30pm Bus Rider Release: 3:35pm

Parent Pick-Up: 3:20pm
First Day of School: Monday, August 24, 2026
*Half day Bus Rider dismissal: 11:55am
*Half day Parent Pick-up: 11:40am

Appleview Elementary — Grades 3-5 & BAC Appleview Elementary — Grades 3-5

Drop-Off: 8:25am

37 4t & 5% Grade Open House: School Hours: 8:35am — 3:20pm

Wednesday, August 19, 2026 - 4:00pm-6:30pm Parent Pick-Up: 3:20pm

First Day of School: Monday, August 24, 2026 *Half day dismissal: 11:40am

Middle School — Grades 6-8 Middle School — Grade 6-8

Drop-Off: 7:25a

6th, 7" & 8" Grade Open House: School Hours: 7:35a — 2:16p

Wednesday, August 19, 2026 - 4:00p-7:00p
*Half day dismissal: 10:30a
First Day of School: Monday, August 24, 2026

High School — Grades 9-12 High School — Grades 9-12
Doors Open: 7:20a
9th - 12t Open House: School Hours: 7:40a — 2:25p

Wednesday, August 19, 2026 - 4:30p-7:00p
*Half day dismissal: 10:40a
First Day of School: Monday, August 24, 2026

]

Please login to your Power School
Parent Portal tofill out your 26-27
Annual Forms

Teacher placements/student schedules will
be made available in PowerSchool on the
following dates:

Elementary:
Friday, August 14" @ 12pm

Secondary:
Wednesday, August 19" @ 8am
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2026 - 2027 Sparta Area Schools
District Calendar:

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2026

MON TUE WED THU FRI MON TUE WED THU FRI
Q 17 18 19 20 21 1 2 3 4 5

25 2% 27 28 5 9 10 1 12

FEBRUARY 2027

vy I
4 15 16 17 18
2026-2027 21 2 23 % 25
District Calendar % |»  |w -
August 19.......coocccc District Open Houses
August 24 ... First Day for Students OCTOBER 2026 MARCH 2027
August 28 No School for Students
MON | TUE | WED | THU FRI MON | TUE | WED | THU FRI
September4............. No School for Students 1 P 1 P 3 4 5
September 7. Labor Day - No School .
5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12
October 1 ... Half Day for All Students
Qctober 2 No School for All Students 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 1
Qctober 7 Student FALL Count Day 19 20 21 2 23 2 23 24 25 26
October 23............... Half Day K-5th Students Only
26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31 -

November 25-27 ....... Thanksgiving Break

NOVEMBER 2026 APRIL 2027

December 17 ........... Half Day for 6th-12th Students
December 18............ Half Day for All Students
December 21-31....... Christmas Break-No School

MON TUE WED THU FRI MON TUE WED THU FRI

Christmas Break-No School
School Resumes 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 9
No School for All Students

February 10.............. Student SPRING Count Day
February 15-16.......... Mid-Winter Break-No School

23 24 25 26 27 19 20 21 2 23

DECEMBER 2026

March5.... .... Half Day K-5th Students Only

April 19 ...
April 12.....

Spring Break

School Resumes MAY 2027

8th Grade Recognition MON | TUE | WED | THU FRI MON | TUE | WED | THU [ ERI
High School Graduation
Half Day for All Students 1 2 3 4 3
Memorial Day - No School

.... Half Day for All Students " s 16 17 13 " s I I o
Last Day of School (Half Day)

21 22 23 24 25 24 25 26 27 28

- First Day of School: Monday August 24 28 29 30 31
Half Day All Students (K-12th)

JANUARY 2027 JUNE 2027

Half Day Elementary Only (K-5th)

Half Day Secondary Only (6th-12th) MON TUE WED THU FRI MON TUE WED THU FRI
No School 1 1 2 3 4
4 5 6 7 8 7 8 9 10 11
School School 112 Day
Building Hours Dismissal 11 12 13 14 15 14 15 16 17 18
Ridgeview | 8:40am-3:35pm | 11:55am 18 19 20 21 2 2 n 3 24 25
Appleview | 8:25am-3:20pm | 11:40am 2 26 27 28 29 28 29 30

Middle School | 7:35am-2:16pm | 10:30am

High School | 7:40am-2:25pm | 10:40am

“Readiness Program

Michigan’s Nationally R

Head Start
oz . for Kent County
 oanized PreK Proaram Connecting Families and C ommunity Resources

Complete online application at

ﬂ freepreschoolkent.org.

For GSRP, children must be 4 on or before December 1.

Turn in all required documentation.

¢ Proof of Birthdate - copy of legal birth certificate, passport,
hospital record, baptismal record or other government form

STEP

¢ Proof of Residency - driver's license with current address, current L
utility bill, rent receipt, tax bill or land contract i

¢ Most recent physical or well child checkup or health appraisal form E
¢ Immunization Record or waiver from health department

o If your child has an IEP, we will need a copy

Documents can be emailed to PreKEnrollment@kentisd.org or
mailed to KCPI, 864 Crahen NE, Grand Rapids Ml 49525.

P Classroom Placement
U You will be contacted by email as soon as

a program and classroom placement is
made for your child.
Programs are available to all
families at no cost as part of P
Michigan’s PreK for All Initiative. for LL
Questlons"

email PreKEnrollment@kentisd.org
or call 616.447.2409

These materials were developed under a grant awarded by the Michigan Department of
Lifelong Education, Advancement, and Potential.

KentISD |

SMS Back-to-School Events & Info
for the 26-27 School Year:

SMS 2026 OPEN HOUSE:
Date: Wednesday, August 19th
Time: 4:30 pm-7:00 pm
All SMS Students & Families Welcome!

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL:
Monday, August 24th

STUDENT PICTURES:
Student Pictures will be taken at the Open House on Wednesday, August 19th
Student Picture forms will be sent via a link in August to your email. If you
would like a paper form, they will be available for pick up in the SMS Office.
Picture Retakes will be Monday, September 28th

STUDENT SCHEDULES:
Paper copies will be available at the SMS Open House.
An email will be sent to families when student schedules are accessible in
PowerSchool.

CHROMEBOOK PICK-UP:
ATTENTION 6th GRADE FAMILIES: Chromebook pick-up for all 6th-grade
students will take place at Open House.
Chromebook pick-up for students who left devices here over the summer will be
at the SMS Open House.
Students who did not pick up their Chromebook will receive it on the first day of
school.

6TH GRADE CAMP @ CAMP HENRY:
Dates: October 5th-gth
6th Graders Attend Camp M-W or W-F
All 6th graders and their families will receive a 6th Grade Camp folder with
detailed information at our Open House.

If you are unable to attend our Open House, your student will receive their
information on the first day of school.

Back-to-School Easy Grants

Nothing is more important than supporting our
teachers as they prepare for a new school year. The
Sparta Education Foundation (SEF) knows that
many teachers spend their own money to create
welcoming, engaging classrooms before students
walk through the doors. That's why we created our
Back-to-School Easy Grant program.

Formerly known as the Mini-Grant program,
Back-to-School Easy Grants allow teachers to
submit receipts for up to $50 per classroom at
the beginning of the school year. SEF reimburses
teachers for classroom supplies that help create
dynamic, inviting learning environments.

We've kept the application process simple because we know how busy
teachers and administrators are at this time of year.

If you would like to contribute to this and other SEF efforts, please scan the
QR code to make a donation.

This year, Sparta Area Schools has 147 classrooms, and our goal is to
provide a Back-to-School Easy Grant for every one of them. Your generosity
helps ensure every teacher—and every classroom—gets the support they
deserve.

Meet Basil!

Please join us in welcoming ‘! ﬁ ﬂ

Basil, Ridgeview Elementary’s
=e gev LEMY

new comfort dog! Basil

is a specially trained

golden retriever who will

be working alongside and
living with Principal Kelley
VanVliet to provide comfort,
encouragement, and plenty of
tail wags to our students and
staff. She’ll begin getting to
know the school on Friday,
September 11.

HBog m antin
fm Sop g

This incredible opportunity
was made possible through
the extraordinary generosity
of an anonymous major donor
through Sparta Education
Foundation. We are deeply
grateful for this gift and
lasting impact it will have on
our Ridgeview family.

Sparta Educatlun
Foundation

We can’t wait for everyone
to meet Basil this fall!




